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No. 37.

MAIL ROUTE.

JOINT RESOLUTION for a mail route from Tipton, in Cedar county, to the county
seat of Benton county.

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of lowa:

That our Representatives in Congress be requested, and our Senators in-
structed, to procure, if possible, the establishment of a mail route from Tip-
ton, in Cedar county, via St. Marys and Marion, in Linn county, to the county
[195] seat of Benton county, so as to establish a direct route from Blooming-
ton, in Muscatine county, to the county seat of Benton county.

Resolved,

That the Secretary of State is hereby requested to forward a copy of these

resolutions to our Representatives and a copy to our Senators in Congress.
Approved, January 15, 1849,

No. 38.
FIVE PER CENT. FUND.

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

That our delegation in Congress be requested to call on the proper depart-
ment at Washington City, to ascertain upon what basis the computation of
the five per cent. of the sale of public lands is made, due the State of Iowa,
and to ascertain whether five per cent. on the value of lands taken up by
military land warrants enters into the computation; if not, that they be, and
hereby are, requested to procure the passage of such an act of Congress as
to enable the proper department to make the computation upon such a basis
as to include, not only five per cent. of the moneys received from the sale
of lands in this State, but also upon the value of the lands that may be taken
by land warrants.

Resolved,

That the Secretary of State be requested to send a copy of this joint re-
solution to each of our delegates in Congress.

Approved, January 15, 1849.

No. 39.
CAPTAIN B. S. ROBERTS.
JOINT RESOLUTION presenting a sword to Captain B. S. Roberts.
Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

That the Treasurer of State be authorized to procure a finely wrought sword
and scabbard, not to exceed in cost the sum of one hundred dollars, with the
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proper inscriptions, to be presented by the Governor to Captain Benjamin S.
Roberts, of the Rifle Regiment, as a memento of the pride [196] of his fellow
citizens of this State in the soldier-like patriotism and deeds of valor per-
formed by him in the late war with Mexico.

Approved, January 15, 1849,

No. 40.
MILITARY ROAD.

PREAMBLE AND JOINT RESOLUTION asking congress for a donation of land to
construct a military road from the Mississippi to the Missouri river.

Influenced by proper considerations in relation to the general welfare and
facilities required by our constituents, and the wants, wishes, and prosperity
of a growing population, the General Assembly of the State of Iowa respect-
fully solicit of the general government a donation of one hundred thousand
acres of land for the purpose of constructing a great western thoroughfare
and mail route from Keokuk, on the Mississippi river, to Council Bluffs, on
the Missouri river, leading through the Des Moines valley until it reaches
Keosauqua, thence taking the nearest and most direet route through the
southern counties of this State to the Missouri river.

The termination of the proposed public highway and mail route, will be
opposit the commencement of the great national highway and mail route re-
ported at the last session of Congress, by the committee on military affairs,
making an appropriation for a line of stockade and blockhouse forts along
the valley of Platte river to Oregon Territory.

The improvement of such a road is not within the ability of this State at
present, and the essential public accommodation it would afford to the inter-
course, trade, and agricultural interests of this State, and its proposed ter-
minations at the commencement of the military and mail route to Oregon,
clearly brings an appropriation to improve it within the preseribed constitu-
tional power delegated to Congress.

A glance over the map of the country through which this road will pass.
must satisfy any person that it will at no distant day be the great avenue
upon which a large majority of the emigrants to Oregon and California are
destined to travel, and upon which the mail to the Pacific Ocesn must and
will be conveyed. In adition to this it will pass nearly central through the
late purchase of land from the Pottawattamie Indians in the western part
af Towa, a country that will soon fill {197] up with an enterprising population
that will be greatly benefited by such an improvement.

Resolved,

That the Secretary of State be requested to forward ome copy of this
preamble and joint resolution to each of our Senators and Representatives
in Congress. '

Approved, January 15, 1849,




